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KCC LOCAL TRANSPORT PLAN (LTP4) 

1. Summary

1.1 This report recommends a response to consultation on the Local Transport 
Plan 4 covering the Borough, produced by Kent County Council (KCC). 

2. RECOMMENDATIONS:

Joint Transportation Board

2.1 That Members consider the consultation response at Appendix A and pass on 
any comments to Cabinet.

Cabinet

2.2     That Members agree the response to the KCC consultation as set out in 
Appendix A, taking into consideration any comments from the Joint 
Transportation Board and the Cabinet Advisory Panel.

3. Background and Discussion

3.1 Introduction 

3.1.1 Kent County Council (KCC), as lead transport authority for the area is 
required to produce and maintain a Local Transport Plan (LTP). KCC 
are consulting on the fourth version of this Plan, which covers the 
period 2016-2031, from 8 August 2016 to 30 October 2016. The 
document is available in the Members Room. The final version of 
LTP4 is expected to be adopted by KCC in 2017.

3.1.2 The document builds on other documents and projects, towards which 
Dartford has provided some significant input. Notably, the consultation 
Local Transport Plan 4 draws from and refers to:

 Kent’s Growth and Investment Framework, which quantifies and 
aggregates infrastructure needs arising from development plans 
in the County such as Dartford’s Core Strategy.

 The ‘LEP’: South East Local Enterprise Partnership (SELEP) 
and the Kent and Medway Economic Partnership (KMEP). It 
highlights transport projects identified in the Strategic Economic 
Plan supported through Local Growth funding, and additionally 
those projects recently selected by SELEP to be submitted to  
Government for the next round of LGF funding, for example 
Dartford Town Centre. 
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 Strategic working with other agencies such as Network Rail and 
Highways England, essential to delivering many travel 
improvements.

3.1.3 Both Members and officers have contributed, and continue to 
contribute, to the above documents and groupings. The document 
therefore largely incorporates the main local transport priorities 
Dartford Borough Council has identified as necessary to support its 
growth and infrastructure plans.

3.1.4 It is recommended the Council respond to the questionnaire with 
responses as set out in the Appendix. Key aspects of this are outlined 
in the remainder of this report.

3.2 The LTP’s Ambition/Outcomes and Strategic Priorities.

3.2.1 For the reasons outlined above the prioritisation/ ambitions of the Plan 
are, from an overall Dartford perspective, relevant and suitable, and 
can be agreed (Questions 3&4). Nevertheless, the necessity for the 
Borough’s leading contribution to growth and economic development to 
result in further commitment to investment must be noted.

3.2.2 The role of transport investment in unlocking development sites is 
noted, and the outcomes are appropriate.

3.2.3 In the strategic priorities, growth in Thames Gateway and a new Lower 
Thames Crossing are included within the few schemes having 
importance at national level (in addition to being required by the county 
and Kent districts).

3.2.4 Clear support for a new Thames Crossing east of Gravesend, and the 
national significance of the Thames Gateway is recognised. Dartford 
can, therefore, strongly agree with the strategic priorities (Question 5).  
However, it is recommended reference be made to the importance of 
other locations such as Dartford town centre in delivering regeneration, 
not just developments at Ebbsfleet.  The need to achieve significant 
modal shift in order for the strategic road network to operate at 
acceptable levels should also be acknowledged.

3.3 The LTP’s Kent-Wide and District Priorities. 

3.3.1 Road safety, Highway Maintenance and Asset Management, Home to 
School Transport, Active Travel and Aviation are the featured “Kent-
wide” priorities, and are accepted (Question 6).

3.3.2 Part of the document is devoted to the individual boroughs. Content for 
Dartford includes the following issues:
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 Widespread adverse impacts of traffic congestion in the Borough.
 Access and interchange difficulties at railway station, and capacity 

constraints on the North Kent line.
 Specific bus service/ reliability issues.
 Transport problems at Dartford town centre arising from these issues 

and other difficulties facing travellers, including pedestrians and 
cyclists.

3.3.3 Page 32 is an annotated map of “Dartford’s Transport Priorities”.

3.3.4 It is considered the priorities identified represent the key strategic 
projects that are most critical given the growth and regeneration plans 
of the Borough, including Junction 1A, Dartford Town Centre, 
Bean/Ebbsfleet A2 junctions, Crossrail extension and station 
improvement options. These can be agreed (Question 7). However, an 
additional priority should be included that relates to measures to 
address the impact of the Dartford crossing traffic on the local road 
network, in particular the town centre.  This piece of work is currently 
being developed by Highways England, KCC and the Council.

3.4 Summary

3.4.1 The LTP4 includes the main transport projects central to delivering a 
substantially upgraded public transport and highways network in the 
Borough.

3.4.2 Once adopted, the challenge will be for the Borough to work with KCC 
and other transport authorities and service providers to ensure the Plan 
is funded and delivered in full. A further comment is made to this end 
(Q7a).

4. Relationship to the Corporate Plan

4.1 The following Strategic Aims from the Dartford Corporate Plan are 
relevant: 

To ensure that regeneration in Dartford is sustainable and of benefit to 
all of our communities.

To promote an environment which is attractive, adapted to climate 
change and which provides a realistic choice of travel options.

5. Financial, legal, staffing and other administrative implications and risk 
assessments

Financial Implications None

Legal Implications None
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Staffing Implications None

Administrative Implications None

Risk Assessment Failure to provide appropriate infrastructure 
will adversely impact on the environmental, 
social and economic quality of life of all 
residents, businesses and organisations in 
the Borough.

6. Details of Exempt Information Category

Not applicable

7. Appendices

Appendix A – Proposed Questionnaire Response

BACKGROUND PAPERS

Documents consulted Date Report Author Section and
Directorate

Exempt
Information 
Category

Local Transport Plan 4: 
Delivering Growth without 
Gridlock 2016-2031, KCC

August 
2016

Mark Aplin (01322) 
343202 & Tania Smith 
(01322) 343103.

Planning 
Policy, 
Regeneration

N/A


